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their views under this specious pretence, broke into open
revolt against the Rajah in 1804. The ferment was allayed
for a time by the concessions of the Eajah, but the views of
the disaffected were soon afterwards directed against the
British." They determined to make an effort to throw off
the British alliance, and to repudiate the just obligations
under which they were placed towards that power.

" The contest commenced by a treacherous attempt (Dec.
29th, 1808) to assassinate the British Resident, Colonel
Macaulay, then residing at Cochin. The Resident had a
narrow escape, which he owed to the fidelity of a domestic."
Several attacks on Cochin were made by the Travancoreans;
but reinforcements from Quilon and Malabar were speedily
called in, and tranquillity was restored. "The state was
called upon to defray the expense incurred by the British
Government in this expedition; and a brigade, consisting of
one European and three native regiments, with a detachment
of artillery, was left in cantonment at Quilon as a subsidiary
force, agreeably to the treaty concluded in 1795.

" After the restoration of peace the administration of affairs
was still left in a most disorganized and unsettled state. So
far did this proceed that the British Government at length
felt itself called upon to remonstrate upon the non-fulfilment
of the obligations under which Travancore was placed, and
to intimate that further delay would render it necessary
to assume the internal administration of the country, as the
only means of insuring the satisfaction of those demands." *

The death of Rajah Bala Rama in 1811, and the accession
of his sister, Gouri Letchmi Ranee, who was at that time
without children, put a new and improved aspect on affairs.
This Princess had the good sense to place the administration
of the country into the Viands of Colonel Munro, the British
Resident, who acted for about three years in the capacity of
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